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'W.U. the bar. in the first place.

Sniy a sailor would carry his clothe·
. ut your head Basra
la it and under the tobacco you'll

.11 the salt."
.'rey sniffed and nedaeSd again.

Theu lie pal out his knife.
Let's take a look at the Inside of

Mr. Thompsons curio." he said, and
Inserted the blade.
A twist and the sides unclosed. Slm-

monds sprang back with a sharp cry of
surprise aa he saw what lay within,
and even Godfrey's heart gave a sud¬
den leep.
For there, colled thrice up >n Itself,

lay a little viper, with venomous, tri¬
angular heed.
Then in an instant Godfrey emll«?d.
"It's not alive," be sait!. 'Don't you

see. it's seOBB marvelous kind of nut."
Simmonds approached cautiously and

ansähet
' A nui Bt reiieated. "A nut? Well,

that bei
! well It might, for In every de¬

tail the form was iierfiHrt. Godfrey
looked at it musingly.

"This may give us a clew." he said.
"I sbouldu't imagine s nut like thia
Crows, lo many parta of the world.
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At found two reports

await
they had

found BO COUld Ilietiti f] the
photograph <>f Thompson. The other
was from Delaney, the head «>f the

department. At
2 oVl«»rk thai iiKirning. Just I>*fore n»-

tiring. Godfrey bad pboaed a meseece
to ti¬

the information ob¬
tain« G th·

M ¦ inchard
Delroy an ? t.cluo(.
This was the result:
Guatava I notary and money

.ß?.?. ilAntln. Paris, removed
with wif«« ari.l young «l.iughter abo

Just eoiith of I>>ndon.
England. Why he rem«'>ve<l from Franc·
BOt known. IbSS 'I Anlin has !ir«!ñ COIB-
pletaly rebuilt within laat thirty |
and st per«OH there now who remem¬
bers Crovdon i« an ol.l notary SSSM ?
¦*abr«\ who haa an ofTW at the corner of
Rue St. Aaa*ea*tta lie haa vmrno mem¬
ory th.«t Croydon to «vo:1
criminal prer^cution of ao-ne

Croydon bought small country piac·
rear Huckenhum an.? \irmm there quietly In
eeml-r«.tlr.m.T!t Fortune apparenti]large. In lsvi B»ortgaged estate for I
mortgage ? Union, Catholic.
Exrci .liara.

:glit«r. E.iith. bora in France
Aua; ?. l¡»74. Kducated at achool I
but broke «town from overatudy and re¬
turn«^ to Ilcckcnham. where ah· became

. .d la »·>· iul settlement work.
>y. Now York.

who waa making In of I/Ondon
charities. ???p??? him June S. 19??>. and
went immouiat.iy to N«?w Tork.
Only other ehll«l. younger daughter,

born al in May 12. ISSO.Kducated at home. No unusual Incident·
In life mo far as known.
Croydon and wife died, typhoid fever.1901. Delroys came to Kngland and after

selling property and settling estate took
Grace home with them. Estate, left whol¬
ly to younger alster, paid inheritance tax
on U 7.500.

Godfrey read this through slowly,
dwelling upon It point by point

**The skeleton." be said to himself.
"Is pretty plain- It lies concealed some¬
where behind Croydoo's departure
from France. There must have been
soute unusual reason for that.a rea-

son even more serious, perhspe, than
this threatened prosecution.the clip¬
pings would tell the story.
"But la it worth while trying to dig

It np? It wouldn't be a difficult thing
to do If the newspapers handled It at
the time, but 1 don't know," and be
stared out through the window with
drawn brows. "If it's buried again. I
believe I'll let It reet.for the present,
anyway." and he whirled back to his
desk.
He wrote the story of the day's de-

velopmente and turned it in.
"We're been lucky." said the city

editor, with a gleeful smile sa be took
the ß "'ve got photographs of
sll the principale."

$500. bot th
worth it. No other paper In town will

em."
"That's good.- ssld Godfrey, bnt it

was a half hearted com: a, an«l
he left the office In a frame <>f mind
n«»t wholly amiable. The methods of

ilnr newspaper are not always
sbov· reproach.
"Thank heaven," be added to him¬

self, ! leering a litt:·
story to implicete

I
no hint of the skeleton! I t«>

?." he concluded, with a
grim smil'· irlng In a

Jourua'
to be

of his forbearance not even be sus¬
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He re II slowly.

"We've 'lient, sir." he
said, looking i'p shea be bad maa
it; "-1 ? an' bath but it
a little rleanfn* up. When do >·· have
t* have It?"
"I have to move In tomorrow." I au

. wered, and I told him briefly why.
"May I look nt this apartment?"
H« hesitated y«-t a momSBt, then

straightened up with Hudd«>n n-solu
tion.
"Yon kin see It If you want to. air."

he said, "but first I must tell you that
It's soot fourt«'en, where they was a.a
murder two «lays ago."

\ murder?" I rcp«at«*d. "Oh. yee;
I did eee eoniething about It in the
pepare. Well, that eeemVI make any
difference; I'm not afraid of ghosts."

1 In¦:. that's all right, sir," he said,
with a adgh of relief, and motioned
toward the elevai
The ear ¦thssssj aud ho led the wsy

down the hall
"lliM· we are," he said, pausing be¬

fore a door and producing a bunch of
keys. "Which reminds me that I'll

have t' git a key fer you.the other
tenant lost bis.leastways, it wasn't
found on him. <>r mebbe you'd rather
I'd ehangn tir lock?"
"oh. no," I assured him. "Another

key will do," and we entered together.
I examined the room with keen inter¬

est Evidently everything had been
left Just aa it was on the night of the
crime; only the body bad been re¬
moved, aud It. I knew, was at the
morgue waitiug Identlncation.

Higglna led the way into the bed¬
room an«.l opened the door of the bath
room beyond.

"I shall bring my own furniture," 1
.aid. "Rut I haven't any carpets. Per-

"/t*s «oot /?urfern, where they vea*

fiaps I eau buy basse They Beam pret-

sad as
th* day they was put down. It'll make

easier f | >'t bar· t*
take «;ii up."
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?? tlin*e days Thompson's

body lay enthroned ou its
¡? at the morgue, but of

the thousands «jf inopie wh«>
filed puvt it not «me could give a single
.law I itlty.

Pablic latera·! waned and dwindled
»ml pooasd on to other things. Baa·
with me, living at the very se»·..
the crime, it faded in an Batead·
way; It no longer anearais«! my
thoughts, ih,t my evening pipe it W··
not the details of the mystery I con-
Jur«il up. bat a vision «.f a dark face.
An Inquiry of tlie Janitor developed

the fact that It was my nelghlmra. Mr.
and Mrs. Tr«-maine, whom I had met
that arealng as I left the elevator.
They bad the apartment Just across the
ball from mine, aud I had thought, of
cours,·, that I must meet them fre¬
quently, bat three days bad pasaed^andI bad Caught not a glimpse of tiiem;
their ho. oming and going
seem«·«! radically different from mine.

I heard the sudden opening of a door;
. scream, shrill, full of terror.

sty have 1 been so startled as 1
was by that voice. In an Instant I was
In the hall. A red light streamed
through the open door of the apartment
opposite, silhouetting a woman's figure,
staring, with deeped hands.

I sprang past ber, pulled down the
burning curtains aud threw them Into

1 the hall, where Higglna, who had run
up the stairs, «tamped out the flamea.
Tbe room was full of «moke, but It
was evident that tbe fire had spread no
farther. I opened the window and the

«mote was whirled away.
-Ah. bon die!" cried Mrs. Trenielne

In a «iu«i»erJy broken but very chermlng
misture of French sod English. "What
a chance: What good fortune that you
were la your room. lu'sieur!"
She had rJeesd the window with a

nervous shiver St tbe cold and then
stepped back Into the full light. I
fairly gasped aa I looked at her.
Charming abe had been gowned ac¬
cording to the New York fashion; now
she was radiant lu a costume wboee
gorgeouaneee seemed Just the setting

Beetled. At the moment It
Bled me, but I was sble

afterward. In a calmer mood, to
m it the crimson pettiest, the

embroidered chemise with it« foi«l upon
fold of ¡a« . | through the silken
«shoulder ? Uff; the necklace of cold
beads and bra
erhat not The aught of Raggine -

.' at this vision with OOSB
mouth brought Bee fee Bay senses.
"I am very happy I :.eeu there.

madame." I said, and sturted toward
the <b>or.

you will uot go." she prot«·
here In a

; H«· will desire to thank you."
ih. by a

smile I falter-

sl II staring from the
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his face.
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"AS. now," I said t > myself, "stiiet

ios an«! pisi You're In a ticklish
place Ba] friend."
BM before I cul ? ris.· <>elly had

«sprung fr· :« h and thrown her
'-.lit his

"oli, conmei I >ut?" ehe

bear.i anything > compara with it.
"Tonti d be an

¦srsred, an her. Then he per
ceired me. seenilugly for the first time.
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Stie poured the eSfae dote» Its BefUSt,
fíro¡> ¡>t ?.

though this 1 somehow doubted. "Good
evening, sir." be said, standing with
bis srm still about his wife and gazine
at me with a look so sharp that I found
myself for an Instant unable to meet it
His wife uttered In his ear a sen¬

tence so rapid that 1 was utterly unable
to catch the worde, but 1 suppose it ex¬
plained the reason of my preeen<re, for
be turned to me instantly with out¬
stretched hand.

"Cecily tells me that your presence
of mind prevented a general conflagra¬
tion. Mr.".

'.Lester." I said. "I am your neigh¬
bor seros* the hall."
'My name Is Treranlne. and I'm ex

ceedlugly glad to meet you," he con¬
tinued, with a «ourtesy which charmed
me from the first moment. "We must
pour a libation to honor the esca;·

¡y. who had I»*<mi hangimr on his
t!ew to the next room an.l

back In a moment with decanter and
. f them.and she Joined

th an Imperturlmble matter of
course air which somewhat surprised

1 aha left ? little
wine lu her glass, nnd with It she ap-

hed a s.piare cage of fine eilt
lag ov.r the radiator In the
.mor of th«· r.

'.She's a most extraordinary woman,
Trem with a suill«· that seem¬
ed a MM«» for«*ed. "She's about t>> do
what no ntber woman In the world
wouhl dare do. snd she thinks nothing
Of iî

Ir had airead* rea« bed {li¬
nn.? was bendlog over it, bumming

rd little refrain thai I fell
and turned upon il odiag me
faintly of H 1 had
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.Tersev w. *».'< Afti
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itti black.
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words to th«· refrain <??··«·?-. -hopped
off <-r»»<>|»·
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It turns him to ? swollen,

G : cairtOB» I've seen it."
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1 mt, With my cigarette
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MjjY acqaalntaoes with tin» Tre
amlaaa m the wIts that fol¬
low »·<? prea by bnperceptlhle
degrees into au lutlmaey

of tbe most pleaaant of
'f < Secily l have ulr.-.i·

tea, although 1
? Id and Inedeqnata

As I l..van t«j know her t.«tter I came
to woinler mote and more at her
complexity, her simplicity, bar swift

mood, her utter ignorance
... Another thing 1

saw. and that nas her absolute Wor-

tate h) say-
how utterly I feil under his spell. Yet
this was not in tbe laaat to Im.· wonder
ed at. My life had been on the whole
ho narrow and his had bean s«j hro.ul.
my experience of tbe wtirld had been

n the usual grooves, while his
had so evidently overleaped them, had
struck out a path for Itself luto all
sorts of unexpected pin

I have said that his life had been cast
lu BTsTUmy eiinous places. Martinique
was only the !ist of these, the most re-
ceut. aud 1 that the business
which brought hlin to N«'w York was
the forming of a syndicate to build a
railroad nareegh the island. Through
Is the right word, for It was evident
that, owiug to the Island's peculiar
formation, there would have to be
much tunneling. Hut he waved all such
practical dilticulties aside and discours¬
ed of the great future before such ·

? road with an enthusiasm that was ab¬
solutely convincing.

I had Just come In from dinner one
evening and was settling down to a re-
peraosl of "L'Affaire Lorouge." wheu
there came a knock at the door aud
Trema i ne eutered. lie was lu eveningdress and was seemingly much per¬turbed.
"My «¡«-¡ir I>w»fer." be began abruptly.In that «julck. nervous way of his. "I'm

In the deuce of a box. and I'm going to
ask you to help me out. I promised

to take her tonight to see ths
extravaganza at the New York, and
bave the seats here, but at th· last
moment I find I <-au't get away. ? ? .· |business engagement Unit I can't afford
IB break, but Coeily will never forgive
me if 1 disappoint her. Have you any¬thing on for tonight?"

"No," I answered, looking at him in
some astonishment, for it was evident
what was coming.

| "Then perhaps you wouldn't mind
taking Cecily? It would be · tremen¬
dous favor."

"Not at all," I assured hi in. **buf.
"It Uu't quite cou venable 7" h· fln-

isbtxi as I husltatsd. "Surely we don't

need to stand on ceremony, «tod Cecily
doesn't cere s bang for convention. It'e
a great favor to both of us. She'll cry
ber eyes out If she bss to stay st borne,
and I simply csn't take her."

Very well." I said. "I'll be glad to
take ber." end thanking me sgelu he
hurried swsy.
She wus dresse«! and waiting for me

when I kuocked et her door, end she
caught me by both hands as I en¬
tered
"This Is good of you!" she «

'poudoux has been so busy for many
days that we hav«· gone nowhere, but
he promised me toni gli t. Oh, I should
not have BBafSd at aSSBSl 1 shoui.I

I erre not f«>r the
eyes of the men!"
"on, I shan't lei you go alón»'"' I

bed her. G
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"Here era are." | the CSb
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the first net together.
The | soon
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i unutterable
«-nt «if a new, in

paral·« could not pass unchal-

rtb admirable
chala: I Id have SWOfll
bad bt KSSJ \'iii,
That te« 1 ga;

that
i inn auddeniy as

rdn· l«t.«'..««l lip he:
glanced up. t.«>. and caught Jim

Ile

arty, billing across the ta¬
ble ton ar.i >w him?"

..oh. quite well." l answered, more
aud more sui, name Is

be repeated slowly after
: it Indelibly la her

ry. "And what Is his buslm
.¦r by trade; he gathers

news fora paper." 1 a«l , that
d not wholly understand.

"Oh," ni.e ...il.I. and breath-'d I deep
af reMef, "l sas." Then ns she

iin-t my ? addetl: "1 fai
thai I i:'«i met blm somewhere; ?
Mistaken la New York 1 have met BO

;r."
I'.ut I scarcely heard her; my

had dropped toe pin at ber ti, t \-
Used forward 1 could see it very

tleeilj aa epel surrounded by a bias¬
ing ring of diamoinls I looked St It

mi.ally, then with a sudden. In¬
tent Internat, far ana link of that bril¬
liant ring was missing; one of the dia¬
monds had fallen out.

fTO BT. CO-VTIM'KD.J

THE BOY IN POINT.

.me te Johnny. I'm the boyWho asks »11 aorta of things8o pa can make Ilio*«» bright replies
With real aurcastlc flings.

I've -rot to auk about IH
? Mart nla Imnr;

t·· ar-k ,,' ..lltlcs
8o Pa can loose hla tongue.

They ain't the thin·;» I care about.
I've got a lhankl<-s* part.To waste my tune es ailly atuff
So l'a cao p»ae aa BBSS

Now this la what I often think
And makes me won>l«»r eo.
Why dont they print the things 1 aak
That l'a doni even know?

-Puck.

Useless Self-immolation.
Kn.xh Arden had returned and dis¬

covered that his wife had given him
¡i|> for dead and married another
man.

"I suppose I ought to go In and up¬
set all that." he mattaiad. as he
softly r« treat-d from the window
through which he had been peeping;
"but it would kick up a terrible rum¬
pus. Besides, it w Mild knock a good
poem Into a cocked hai."

If he had lived a few years longer,
however, his more mature judgment
would have aeaured him that auch s

wlndup could not bave spoiled the
poem to any great extent..Chicago
Tribuns


